Bronchoscopic needle aspiration biopsy.
Bronchoscopic needle aspiration biopsy, which encompasses transbronchial needle aspiration, transtracheal needle aspiration, and endobronchial needle aspiration, is a minimally invasive technique used to diagnose mediastinal and pulmonary masses and to stage lung cancer patients with mediastinal lymphadenopathy. Since it is safe, accurate, and potentially cost-efficient, its use may increase in the coming years. It is important that pathologists who examine cytology specimens understand this procedure, its limitations, and ways that it may be optimized.